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Date of Execution:

December 9, 1999

Offender:

Beathard, James #785

Last Statement:

I want to start out by acknowledging the love that I've had in my family. No man in this 
world has had a better family than me. I had the best parents in the world. I had the best 
brothers and sisters in the world. I've had the most wonderful life any man could have ever 
had. I've never been more proud of anybody than I have of my daughter and my son. I've 
got no complaints and no regrets about that. I love everyone of them and have always 
been loved all of my life. I've never had any doubts about that. Couple of matters that I 
want to talk about since this is one of the few times people will listen to what I have to say. 
The Unites States has gotten to a now where they zero respect for human life. My death is 
just a symptom of a bigger illness. At some point the government has got to wake up and 
stop doing things to destroy other countries and killing innocent children. The ongoing 
embargo and sanctions against places like Iran and Irag, Cuba and other places. They are 
not doing anything to change the world, but they are harming innocent children. That's got 
to stop at some point. Perhaps more important in a lot of ways is what we are doing to the 
environment is even more devastating because as long as we keep going the direction 
we're going the end result is it won't matter how we treat other people because everybody 
on the planet will be on their way out. We have got to wake up and stop doing that. Ah, one 
of the few ways in the world the truth is ever going to get out, or people are ever going to 
know what's happening as long as we support a free press out there. I see the press 
struggling to stay existent as a free institution One of the few truly free institutions is the 
press in Texas. People like the Texas Observer and I want to thank them for the job they've 
done in keeping me and everybody else informed. I hope people out there will support 
them, listen to them and be there for them. Without it, things like this are going to happen 
and nobody will even know. I love all of you. I always have I always will. I would like to 
address the State of Texas and specially Joe Price, the District Attorney who put me here. I 
want to remind Mr. Price of the mistake he made at Gene Hawthorn's trial when he said 
that Gene Hawthorn was telling the truth at my trial. Mr. Price is a one-eyed hunting dog. 
He in fact is not a one-eyed hunting dog, and in fact Gene Hawthorn lied at my trial. 
Everybody knew it. I'm dying tonight based on testimony, that all parties, me, the man who 
gave the testimony, the prosecutor he used knew it was a lie. I am hoping somebody will 
call him to the floor for recent comments he's made in the newspaper. It's bad enough that 
a prosecutor can take truth and spin on it and try to re-doctor it. But when they actually 
make facts up and present to the public as trial's evidence. That goes beyond fail, that's 
completely unforgivable and I hope somebody makes Mr. Price account for or explain the 
tennis shoes he is talking about that put me here. I'm still completely lost on that and I'm 
hoping that somebody will go back and verify the trial record and make him accountable for 
lying to the public and the press that way. That's really all I have to say except that I love 
my family. and nobody, nobody has got a better family than me. I love you booger bear. I 
love doodle bug, too. Don't let them ever forget me. I'll never forget them. I'll see you on the 
other side, okay. Bye bye Debbie. Bye bro, bye booger bear. Father Mike, Father Walsh, 
love you all. That's all, sir.
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